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4 Steps to Successful 
Grass Reseeds for 
Crofters

@FASScot

Grass is a remarkable crop, providing growth almost all year round and tolerating wide and 
varied weather conditions.  Undertaking a grass reseed can boost grass yield and quality 
on your croft.  To get the best return for the money and time spent on a grass reseed follow 
these 4 steps for successful grass reseeds.

•	 USE A LABORATORY SOIL TEST 
TO ESTABLISH THE CURRENT 
LEVELS FERTILITY OF THE SOIL 

•	 Ensure soil pH is appropriate for
       your soil type - At least pH 6 for 
       mineral soils and 5.5 for peat  
       soils
•	 Phosphate and potash  

levels should be  
Moderate +

•	 Monitor soil structure 
to check for any  
compaction or  
drainage issues

•	 SOW INTO A GOOD  
SEEDBED ITH SOIL 

TEMPERATURE OF AT 
LEAST 10°C AND 

ADEQUATE MOISTURE
•	 For a full reseed the seedbed 

should be fine and firm with very 
few clods

•	 If drilling into existing pasture ensure 
the existing sward is grazed down fully or cut 
and removed.  Any dead material from the 
base of the sward should be removed using 
•	 Fields should be rolled after sowing to 

improve seed to soil contact

•	 LIMIT COMPETITION  
FROM WEEDS

•	 If the existing sward is  
not being killed off  
before cultivation then  
any existing weed issues  
will need to be dealt with  
prior to sowing.  Take advice  
from a BASIS qualified  
agronomist.

•	 Monitor the new ley post sowing to 
ensure germinating weed seeds do 
not compromise the ability for the 
grass to establish

•	 TAKE ADVICE FROM A 
REPUTABLE SEED MERCHANT 

•	 Choose a grass mixture approriate 
for the purpose and duration 

needed 
•	 Choose grass and clover 

species which are suited to 
your location, soil type and 
field use

Related Resources

•	 www.fas.scot/article/how-to-establish-a-ryegrass-ley/
•	 fas.scot/downloads/tn643-weed-management-grassland/
•	 fas.scot/downloads/valuing-soils-practical-guidance-scottish-farmers/
•	 fas.scot/downloads/tn710-soil-analysis-in-the-west-highlands-and-islands/
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