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•Variety progress and decision making

•Review of the new cereals lists

•Understanding agronomic value e.g. agronomic 

features and end use 

https://www.sruc.ac.uk/cerealslist

https://www.ahdb.org.uk/rl
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Spring barley yields  
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Winter barley yields
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Winter wheat yields
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• Consider how we value all agronomic and grain features 

along with yield

• National Listing (over two years) includes Value for 

Cultivation and Use (VCU)

• Recommended List trials include processing and end user 

tests, as well as scope for UK, regional or specific use 

• The SRUC Scottish List includes varieties that are best 

suited to local markets and growing conditions

Value in agronomic features and end use



Scottish List 2020/21: Spring barley

• Laureate had two-thirds of the 2019 malting intake 

• LG Diablo developing market share

• KWS Sassy, Fairing and Sienna also have market share

• Concerto has become outclassed

• SY Tungsten (distilling & brewing), Firefoxx (distilling),       

SY Splendor (brewing) and Prospect (feed) are all RL Year 1



Spring barley – Malting

Market options                  Yield = 7.5 t/ha  



Spring barley – Malting

Grain and agronomic features



Spring barley – Malting

Agronomic features



Spring barley – Brewing and feed

Market options         Yield = 7.5 t/ha



Spring barley – Brewing and feed

Grain and agronomic features



•Plenty of choice in two-row feed and six-row hybrids

•Yield improvements in UK and North region variety 

trials

•Signs of progress in agronomic features

Scottish List 2020/21: Winter barley



Winter barley – Two-row feed

Yield = 9.9 t/ha



Winter barley – Two-row feed

Grain and agronomic features



Yield = 9.9 t/ha

Winter barley – Six-row feed



Grain and agronomic features

Winter barley – Six-row feed



•Wide choice in distilling varieties

•Viscount and Leeds have been removed from 

the Scottish List

•Selected hard feed and milling varieties may 

add value to crop rotation and management

Scottish List 2020/21: Winter wheat



Market options                            Yield = 11.3 t/ha 

Winter wheat – Soft feed & distilling



Grain and agronomic features

Winter wheat – Soft feed & distilling



Disease resistance

Winter wheat – Soft feed & distilling



Winter wheat – Biscuit and other choices

Market options                         Yield = 11.3 t/ha 



•More choices in spring oats. Check end use 

against market leaders Firth, Canyon and Conway. 

•Good yield and grain quality in spring wheat

Scottish List 2020/21: Spring oats and 

spring wheat



Spring oats

Grain and agronomic features       Yield = 7.5 t/ha     



Spring wheat

Grain and agronomic features       Yield = 7.2 t/ha



Towards Agronomic Value

• Consider how we value grain and agronomic features along 

with yield  

• National Listing procedure already includes standards and 

scoring for agronomic features as part of VCU 

Use of 1 to 5 scale

• Spring barley: Yield, Yield Loss (uT), Screenings, Specific Weight, 

Maturity, Straw Strength and Brackling

• Winter barley: Yield, Yield Loss (uT), Screenings, Specific Weight, 

Maturity and Straw Strength

• Winter wheat: Yield, Yield Loss (uT), Specific Weight, HFN, Maturity, 

Straw Strength, Sprouting, Septoria, 2nd Wheat Yield



Agronomic value: Spring barley 
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Agronomic value: Winter barley
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Agronomic value: Winter wheat
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Summary

• Check new varieties to support the market leaders

• Take advantage of yield improvements

• Consider agronomic value as part of your crop 

management strategy

• Check end use when considering wider choice in 

winter cereals and spring oats

https://www.sruc.ac.uk/cerealslist

https://www.ahdb.org.uk/rl

https://www.sruc.ac.uk/cerealslist
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