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A simple sward assessment looks at the proportion of desired grass species remaining, weed
burden, whether the sward has gaps, soil fertility status and indications of any soil structure issues.
This helps to inform whether a full reseed is required or whether other remediation or rejuvenation
methods could improve sward productivity. This handy decision tool will help you to establish the
most appropriate course of action for your sward.

If your sward has less than 30% of ryegrass, white clover, timothy or cocksfoot and has indicator plants such
as birdsfoot trefoil, common sorrel or harebell it could be considered a species rich pasture so you should
seek further advice. Do not cultivate any species rich pastures.

Is the sward dense and leafy with 80% of sown species
present and 30-40% white clover present (if sown)?

Is the sward healthy? Has the sward got 60-80% of the
sown species present and 30-40% white clover (if sown)?
Is there less than 10% weed cover present?

Soil sample every 3-5 years to monitor and maintain
field nutrient levels. Follow a nutrient management
plan. Manage sward to prevent weed ingress.
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{ Is 50-60% of the sown sward present? Is there less
t

Yes

Plan field maintenance (weed control, liming, soil
health and fertility) to maintain the field and prevent
the sward condition from deteriorating.

han 15% of which is white clover (if sown)? Does the
sward have 40% weeds/gaps? Are pH and nutrient
levels sub optimal with soil compaction occurring
around gateways and water troughs?

—) (o) —

Is the sward less than 50% sown species with less Take soil samples to check for pH and nutrient
than 10% white clover (if sown)? is there more than imbalance. Check for compaction. Investigate

40% weed content present? Is the sward very open options to improve weed control. If soil fertility and
and pH and nutrient levels low? soil health is not an issue consider oversowing with
grass and clover to extend the life of the sward.

{ No )

Yes { No ) |

Address fertility issues and compaction. Overseed
to extend the life of the sward. Select species with
vigour which suit being oversown. A full reseed may
be justified if production is seriously affected.

Is the sward less than 25% sown species? Is the
sward open with high weed content?

( No ) l ( Yes ) |

) ) ) Reseed required. Application of fertiliser will not
Look at other points to identify what category rectify sward. Address any field compation and
describes your sward and the best course of action. nutrient deficiencies. Any drainage issues should be
managed accordingly to help maximise the yield from
a new sward.

Further information can be found at ahdb.org.uk/knowledge-library/establishing-grassland-reseeds

and at www.fas.scot/grassland
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