“Don’t rush your drains!” FARM
i ADVISORY
Drainage and rush control presemias

Kilmore Hall
1st February 2018
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+ Chairman; Trevor Polley
¢ Guest speakers;

» Gavin Elrick
» Ewen Campbell
» Helen Bibby

» Thanks to Kilmore Village Hall
and Glenfeochan Estate.
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FARM
Management of common or E ot
soft rush, Juncus effusus. SERVICE

» Cool, wet climate

* Rhizome root system

» ~8,500 seeds/plant

» Seeds viable < 60 yrs.

« effusus means spreading
» Tolerate ph range 3-7
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Agricultural value % SERVICE
* Little feed value

» 15% rushes in productive grass sward could
reduce output by 1.25 t DM/halyr.

« Silage quality reduced (affects consolidation)
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ADVISORY
Key factors presemas
* Low pH. (reduced competition from sward)
» Poaching

Winter kill/gaps
* Too much slurry in winter
No control of rush seed heads
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Aim of control % SEREE
* Improve productivity (more grass, more livestock)
* Improve/maintain wader habitat

* Reduce cost of grassland management (reseed &
weed control)

* Pride
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Summary of management options

Reduce conditions suitable for rushes and
increase vigour & competition from grass

Ditches & drainage
Lime

Phosphate & potash
Topping




Chemical

Weed wiper — Glyphosate
Spray — MCPA, 2,4-D

Operator needs certificate of competence
Pesticide storage & records

Weed wiper

» Low volume of herbicide used
* Inexpensive glyphosate (while available)

» Targets tall vegetation and avoids aquatic &
non-target sward

» Can be towed by ATV/Quad
* No spray drift
* Broad weather window for use.

Mowing

Management to prevent rushes getting too
dense and some sward retained.

Mow twice. May/June before rush seeds & again
in 4 — 8 weeks, however;

Ground nesting birds, 15t Aug >
Flail mower breaks up rushes.
Disc/drum leaves a mulch.

Cutting/wiping combinations?
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Cutting/wiping combinations?

Result

» Annual weed-wiping gave good control
* Mowing had little lasting control

 Cutting/wiping combos detrimental to sward.
After mowing the wiper boom needed to be lowered to
make contact with the new, shorter rush growth and also
made contact with taller sward. This caused bare
patches which were taken over by moss.

* So only mow if rushes too tall & dense to wipe

» Otherwise wasting time, effort, fuel.

Cost effectiveness
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Other considerations

» Deep ploughing (30 — 35 cm) (bury the seeds
deep. Depth of soil & plough set-up right. Seeds viable
60 years)

» Oversowing i.e. not creating a rush seedbed
* Reseed — new grass varieties
» Follow-up with good grassland/grazing

management
» Manage for biodiversity




Thank You




