
FAS Conference 2026

Time
09:45 - 10:15am Tea/Coffee Arrival

10:15 - 10:25am Welcome from the Chair - Willie Budge

10:25 - 10:55am Headline Speaker - Nicola Wordie

10:55 - 11:25am Inheritance Tax and Succession - Robert Young, EQ Accountants

11:25 - 11:45am Break

11:45 - 12:40pm Quickfire Technology Updates

Heat and disease detection bolus - Helen Hollingsworth, smaXtec

Virtual fencing - David Girvan, Farmer

New castration methods - Kythe Mackenzie, SRUC Veterinary Services

Variable rate nitrogen application - Jim Wilson, Soil Essentials

Pen-side testing for fluke - University of Liverpool

12:40 - 1:15pm Lunch

1:20 - 2:15pm Workshops - Choose Two From:

1. EID cattle tagging - David Kerr

2. Biodiversity win-wins - Patrick Laurie

3. Metabolic profiling for sheep - Lorna Shaw &  Kythe MacKenzie

4. Where to turn when new to agriculture – Laura Henderson with RPID, 
SLMS, APHA, SRUC, CC

5. AI spot sprayer - Jim Wilson

2:15 - 2:45pm Policy Update - Steven Thomson

2:50 - 3:15pm Questions for the Panel - Nicola Wordie, Robert Young, Patrick Laurie, 
Steven Thomson

3:15pm Closing - Tea & Coffee

@FASScot



Meet the Speakers

A bit about Nicola:
Nicola Wordie is a farmer and agricultural communicator known for farming alongside
her dad on their mixed livestock farm near Huntly. She has built a substantial social
media presence under the name @livestock_farmher, sharing honest, everyday
insights into farming life with thousands of followers to inform the public about where
food comes from and the realities of modern farming. Her commitment to agriculture
has been recognised with prestigious accolades, including an Under-35 award from
the Royal Northern Agricultural Society (RNAS) for her achievements, high standards
of stockmanship, and efforts to promote the industry. She has also been on the telly!
George and Nicola also won sheep farmer of the year 2025 at the British farming
awards. 

Nicola will discuss her life so far and how she got into
farming and how she embraces technology in her farming
operations, both for practical farm management and for
communication purposes. She uses modern livestock
management tools such as electronic identification (EID)
tags for cattle and sheep, herd and flock record software,
and precision feeding systems to monitor animal health
and productivity.

Nicola Wordie
Farmer and Agricultural Communicator
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