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Summary of Farm Management Practices (including
useful dates and timings)

Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions (GAEC) - Scotland

Buffer strips (GAEC 1)
= no cultivations and application of pesticides within 1 Jan - 31 Dec
2m of the top of the bank of watercourses

Water abstraction (GAEC 2)

= submit annual data return by 31 Dec
Muirburn (GAEC 6)
= permitted between and inclusive 1 Oct - 15 Apr

(or 30 Apr with the landowner’s permission)
Hedges and trees (GAEC 7)

= no trimming between and inclusive 1 Mar - 31 Aug
(or 31 Jul if hedge/tree in field to be sown with WOSR or TGRS)

= no cultivations and application of fertilisers and 1 Jan - 31 Dec

pesticides within 2m from the centre line of hedges
Greening

Permanent grassland

Nitrogen fertiliser and lime plan prepared by 9 Jun

Ecological Focus Areas (EFAS)

EFA fallow period 15 Jan - 15 Jul

Establish EFA green cover by 1 Nov

Maintain EFA green cover until 31 Dec

Establish EFA catch crop in ‘spring’

Maintain EFA catch crop until 31 Dec

Harvest of EFA nitrogen fixing crops after 1 Aug

Cut or graze EFA margins (buffers; cut only, not graze) after 15 Jul

EFA map submit by 15 May

Diffuse Pollution General Binding Rules (DP GBRs) - Scotland
Minimum legal working distances from watercourses:

Within 2m of a watercourse

= no application of inorganic fertiliser
= no application of pesticides

= no cultivation (from top of bank)

Within 5m of a watercourse
= prevent significant poaching

Within 5m of spring, well or borehole
= no fertiliser application

= no cultivation

= no livestock
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Within 10m of a watercourse

* no slurry or manure application

» no storage of fertiliser (including temporary field middens)
* no livestock feeders

Within 50m of spring, well or borehole
» no storage of fertilisers (including temporary field middens)
= no slurry or manure application

NVZ - Scotland (SMR 1)
NVZ fertiliser and manure management plan prepared before 1 Mar
NVZ closed periods (organic manures with a high available N content):

Grassland Other land
Shallow or sandy soils 1 Sep - 31 Dec 1 Aug - 31 Dec
All other soil types 15 Oct - 31 Jan 1 Oct- 31 Jan
NVZ closed periods (manufactured nitrogen fertiliser):

Grassland Other land
Moray, Aberdeenshire, Banff &
Buchan NVzZ 15 Sep - 20 Feb 1 Sep - 20 Feb
All other Scottish NVZ areas 15 Sep - 15 Feb 1 Sep - 15 Feb

NVZ - England, Wales and Northern Ireland
NVZ closed periods (organic manures with a high available N content):

Grassland Other land
Shallow or sandy soils 1 Sep - 31 Dec 1 Aug - 31 Dec
All other soil types 15 Oct - 31 Jan* 1 Oct - 31 Jan*

*(15 Oct - 31 Jan NI)
NVZ closed periods (manufactured nitrogen fertiliser):

Grassland Other land
England and Wales 15 Sep - 15 Jan 1 Sep-15Jan
Northern Ireland 15Sep-31Jan 15 Sep-31Jan

Business Management

Tax Return
= paper forms submit by 31 Oct
= online submit by 31 Jan
IACS forms (Scotland) submit by 15 May
AECS annual management options claim submit by 15 May
Scaottish Suckler Beef Support Scheme claim submit by 31 Dec

Scottish Upland Sheep Support Scheme claim  submit 1 Sep - 30 Nov
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Agricultural and horticultural census (Scotland) at complete within

1st Monday in June 14 days
Agricultural survey (Scotland) at 15t Monday in complete within 14
December (DAS) days

Livestock Management
Physiological values and breeding cycles for livestock:

Cow Ewe Red Deer Sow Poultry
Gestation (days)
- mean 285 150 231 114 21
- range 269-299 140-160 226-238 109-125 -
Oestrus period (days)
- mean 21 16 19 21 -
- range 18-24 14-20 17-21 19-23  16-24

Cattle (Scotland SMR 7):

Tagging calves (after birth):

= beef within 20 days
= dairy - one tag within 36 hours
= dairy - second tag within 20 days
Replace illegible or lost tags within 28 days of discovery
Registering calves with ScotEID within 7 days of tagging
Cattle deaths to be reported to ScotEID within 7 days
Cattle movements to be reported to ScotEID within 3 days
Cattle within business movements reported to within 48 hours
ScotEID

Retention of cattle records at least 10 years

Sheep and goats (Scotland SMR 8):

Identify all animals (after birth):

= intensive systems within 6 mths

= extensive systems within 9 mths
(or before they leave the holding whichever is soonest)

All animals double tagged (one tag must be EID; from 12 mths of age

Replace illegible or lost tags within 28 days of discovery
Record details of identification, illegible or lost tags within 48 hours
and movements

Movements sent to SAMU within 3 days
Retention of sheep records at least 3 years
Annual inventory for animals kept (SGAI) at 1 Dec
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Pigs (Scotland SMR 6):

Register with local APHA
office
Notify APHA changes of details

Notify on movements to ScotEID
Record on and off movements

within 30 days of the date pigs are first

within 30 days of the change
Notify off movements to ScotEID before or on the day of the movement

within 3 days of arrival
within 48 hours of the movement date

kept

Shooting open seasons for birds *

England, Scotland

Northern Ireland

Ptarmigan (Scotland only) 12 Aug - 10 Dec

& Wales
Pheasant 10Oct-1Feb 1 Oct - 31 Jan
Partridge 1Sep-1Feb 1 Sep-31Jan
Grouse 12 Aug - 10 Dec 12 Aug - 30 Nov

1Sep-31Jan

Brown hare (NI)
Mountain hare

12 Aug - 31 Jan

1 Jan - 31 Dec

Common snipe 12 Aug - 31 Jan
Woodcock (except Scotland) 1 Oct - 31 Jan 1 Oct- 31 Jan
Woodcock (Scotland) 1Sep-31lJan -

Wild duck and geese:
- below high water mark 1Sep-20Feb 1Sep-31Jan
- elsewhere 1Sep-31lJan 1Sep-31Jan
Shooting open seasons for ground game *

England, Wales & Scotland

Northern Ireland
Brown hare (not NI) 1 Jan - 31 Dec 1 Oct - 31 Jan

1 Aug - 28/29 Feb

Rabbit (not NI) 1 Jan - 31 Dec
Shooting open seasons for deer *
England, Wales & Scotland
Northern Ireland
Red deer:
- stags 1 Aug - 30 Apr 1 Jul - 20 Oct
- hinds 1 Nov - 31 Mar 21 Oct - 15 Feb
Sika deer & red/sika hybrids:
- stags 1 Aug - 30 Apr 1 Jul - 20 Oct
- hinds 1 Nov - 31 Mar 21 0Oct - 15 Feb
Fallow deer:
- bucks 1 Aug - 30 Apr 1 Aug - 30 Apr
- does 1 Nov - 31 Mar 21 0Oct - 15 Feb
Roe deer (not NI):
- bucks 1 Apr - 31 Oct 1 Apr - 20 Oct
- does 1 Nov - 31 Mar 21 Oct - 31 Mar

* all dates inclusive
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Imperial-Metric Conversion

Conversion factors
Imperial
Length inch
foot
yard
chain
mile
Area acre
ft2
yd?
Volume fts
yd?
pint
gal
gal
fl oz
Weight oz
Ib
cwit
ton
therm
kwh
btu
hp
Temperature °F

Energy

Rate of use Ib/ac
cwt/ac
ton/ac
Ib/gal
gal/ac

units (fert)/ac

Unit cost £/ft?
£lyd?

£lac
£lyd®
£/gal
£/ton
£/cwt
£/lb

Note:
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A
25.4
0.3048
0.9144
20.12
1.609
0.4047
0.0929
0.8361
0.02832
0.7646
0.5682
4.546
0.004546
28.41
28.35
0.4536
50.8
1.016
105.5
3.6
1.055
745.7
(°F-32)
x0.5556
1.121
1255
2511
99.78
11.23
1.25
10.76
1.196
2.471
1.308
0.220
0.9842
0.01968
2.205

Imperial unit x A
Metric unit x B

6

Metric
mm
m
m
m
km
ha
m2
m2
m3
m3
litre
litre
m3
ml
g
kg
kg
t
MJ
MJ
KJ
W
°C

kg/ha
kg/ha
kg/ha
gllitre
litre/ha
kg/ha
£/m?
£/m?
£/ha
£/m3
£llitre
£t
£/kg
£/kg

B
0.03937
3.281
1.094
0.04971
0.6214
2.471
10.76
1.196
35.31
1.308
1.76
0.22
219.969
0.0352
0.03527
2.205
0.01968
0.9842
0.009478
0.2778
0.9478
0.001341
(°Cx1.8)
+32
0.8922
0.007966
0.0003983
0.01002
0.08902
0.8
0.0929
0.8361
0.4047
0.7646
4.546
1.016
50.8
0.4536

Metric unit
Imperial unit



Length

Area

Volume

Weight

Milk
Irrigation
Energy
Velocity

Volume
Flow rate
Specific
volume
rate

Mass flow
rate

Imperial

foot = 12 inches

yard = 3 feet

mile = 1,760 yards

ft? = 144 inches?

yd? =9 ft?

acre = 4,840 yd?

mile? = 640 acres

pint = 20 fluid ounces
gallon = 8 pints

fluid ounce = 1.734 inches?®
pint = 34.6774 inches®
gallon = 277.42 inches®
foot® = 1,728 inches®
yard® = 46,656 inches®
Ib =16 oz

stone =14 |b

cwt =112 |b

ton = 2,240 Ib

1litre = 1.03 kg
1inch/acre = 102.75 m®
hp = 550 ft Ib force/sec
mph = 1.609 km/hr

ft¥/second = 0.02832 m®/sec
gallon/min = 0.07577 litres/sec

ft3/ton min = 0.02787 m4/t min

ton/hr = 0.2822 kg/sec

Metric

cm =10 mm

m =100 cm

km =1,000 m

m? = 10,000 cm?
km? = 1,000,000 m?
km? = 100 ha

ha = 10,000 m?

litre = 1,000 ml

cm?® = 1,000 mm?®
m? = 1,000,000 cm?®
kg =1,000 g

tonne = 1,000 kg

1 kg = 0.971 litre

25 mm/ha = 250 m®

hp = 75 m kg force /sec
km/hr = 0.6214 mph
m/sec = 3.281 ft/sec
m?¥/sec = 35.31 ft¥/sec
litre/sec = 13.2 gallons/min

mé/t min = 35.88 ft3/ton min

kg/sec= 3.543 ton/hr
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Contacts



SAC Contact Details
SAC Consulting Area Offices

Ayr John F Niven Building, Auchincruive, Ayr KA6 5SHW
Tel: 01292 525252

E-mail: ayr@sac.co.uk

Balivanich Balivanich, Isle of Benbecula HS7 5LA
Tel: 01870 602336
E-mail: balivanich@sac.co.uk

Campbeltown 12 Burnside Street, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6JE
Tel: 01586 552502
E-mail: campbeltown@sac.co.uk

Cupar 95 Bonnygate, Cupar, KY15 4LG
Tel: 01334 658981
E-mail: cupar@sac.co.uk

Dumfries  Grieves Cottage, Barony Campus, Parkgate, Dumfries DG1
3NE

Tel: 01387 261172

E-mail: dumfries@sac.co.uk

Edinburgh 2 Technopole Centre, Bush Estate, Penicuik, Midlothian
EH26 OPJ

Tel: 0131 603 7520

E-mail: edinburgh@sac.co.uk

Elgin 15 Hay Street, Elgin, Morayshire V30 1NQ
Tel: 01343 548787
E-mail: elgin@sac.co.uk

Forfar 77 North Street, Forfar, Angus DD8 3BL
Tel: 01307 464033
E-mail: forfar@sac.co.uk

Inverness 9 UHI Campus, Inverness IV2 5NA
Tel: 01463 233266
E-mail: inverness@sac.co.uk

Kendal J36, Rural Auction Centre, Crooklands, Milnthorpe Cumbria
LA7 7FP

Tel: 01539 769059

E-mail: kendal@sac.co.uk

Kirkwall Martside, Grainshore Road, Hatston, Kirkwall, Orkney
KW15 1FL

Tel: 01856 872698

E-mail: kirkwall@sac.co.uk
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Lanark

Lerwick

Oban

Perth

Portree

St Boswells

Stirling

Stonehaven

Stornoway

Stranraer

Thainstone

Thurso

57 High Street, Lanark ML11 7LF
Tel: 01555 662562
E-mail: lanark@sac.co.uk

Agricultural Marketing Centre, Staney Hill, Lerwick
Shetland ZE1 ONA

Tel: 01595 693520

E-mail: lerwick@sac.co.uk

Glencruitten Road, Oban, Argyll PA34 4DW
Tel: 01631 563093
E-mail: oban@sac.co.uk

Sandpiper House, Ruthvenfield Road
Inveralmond Industrial Estate, Perth PH1 3EE
Tel: 01738 636611

E-mail: perth@sac.co.uk

Unit 3, 6 Leasgeary Road, Portree V51 9BE
Tel: 01478 612993
E-mail: portree@sac.co.uk

Greycrook, St Boswells, Melrose TD6 OEU
Tel: 01835 823322
E-mail: stboswells@sac.co.uk

Caledonian Marts, Millhall, Stirling FK7 7LS
Tel: 01786 450964
E-mail: stirling@sac.co.uk

Arduthie Business Centre, Kirkton Road, Stonehaven
Kincardineshire AB39 2NQ

Tel: 01569 762305

E-mail: stonehaven@sac.co.uk

52 Bayhead, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2DZ
Tel: 01851 703103
E-mail: stornoway@sac.co.uk

99 George Street, Stranraer, Wigtownshire DG9 7JP
Tel: 01776 702649
E-mail: stranraer@sac.co.uk

Thainstone Agricultural Centre, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire
AB51 5WU

Tel: 01467 625385

E-mail: thainstone@sac.co.uk

Industrial Estate, Janetstown, Thurso, Caithness
KW14 7XF

Tel: 01847 892602

E-mail: thurso@sac.co.uk
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Turriff

Clifton Road, Turriff, Aberdeenshire AB53 4DY

Tel: 01888 563333
E-mail: turriff@sac.co.uk

SAC Consulting Specialist Services

Conservation

Environment

Food and Enterprise

Livestock

Organic Farming
Services

Potatoes

Premium Cattle Health
Scheme (PCHS)

Premium Sheep and
Goat Health Schemes
(PSGHS)

Xero Accounting &
Bookkeeping Centre

CONTACTS

Thainstone Agricultural Centre,
Inverurie Aberdeenshire AB51 5WU
Tel: 01467 625 385

E-mail: paul.chapman@sac.co.uk

Peter Wilson Building, King’s Buildings,
West Mains Road, Edinburgh, EH9 3JG
Tel: 0131 603 7500

E-mail: environment@sac.co.uk

Ferguson Building, Craibstone Estate,
Aberdeen AB21 9YA

Tel: 0131 603 7515

E-mail: foodanddrink@sruc.ac.uk

Greycrook, St Boswells, Melrose TD6 OEU
Tel: 01835 823322
E-mail: livestock@sac.co.uk

Greycrook, St Boswells, Melrose
TD6 OEU

Tel: 01835 823322

E-mail: stboswells@sac.co.uk

Ferguson Building, Craibstone Estate,
Aberdeen AB21 9YA

Tel: 01224 711220

E-mail: potatoes@sac.co.uk

Greycrook

St Boswells, Melrose TD6 OEQ
Tel: 01835 822456

E-mail: pchsl@btconnect.com

Greycrook

St Boswells, Melrose TD6 OEQ
Tel: 01835 822456

E-mail: psghs@sac.co.uk

Arduthie Business Centre, Kirkton Road,
Stonehaven, Kincardineshire AB39 2NQ
Tel: 01569 762305

E-mail: xero@sac.co.uk
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SRUC Veterinary and Analytical Laboratory
Pentlands Science Park, Bush Loan,
Penicuik, Midlothian EH26 0PZ
Tel: 0131 535 3130
Email: vsenquiries@sruc.ac.uk

SRUC Disease Surveillance Centres

Aberdeen Mill of Craibstone, Bucksburn, Aberdeen
AB21 9TB

Tel: 031 535 3130

E-mail: vetservices.north@sruc.ac.uk

Dumfries St Mary's Industrial Estate, Dumfries DG1 1DX
Tel: 031 535 3130
E-mail: vetservices.southwest@sruc.ac.uk

St Boswells Greycrook, St Boswells, Melrose
TD6 OEQ

Tel: 0131 535 3130

E-mail: vetservices.central@sruc.ac.uk

Thurso Janetstown, Thurso, Caithness KW14 7XF
Tel: 0131 535 3130
E-mail: vetservices.north@sruc.ac.uk

SRUC Veterinary Surveillance Hubs

Ayr J F Niven Building, Auchincruive Estate,
Auchincruive, Ayr KA6 5HW

Tel: 0131 535 3130

Email: vetservices.southwest@sruc.ac.uk

Inverness RAVIC, 9 UHI Campus, Inverness 1V2 5NA
Tel: 0131 535 3130
E-mail: vetservices.north@sruc.ac.uk

Perth 5 Bertha Park View, Perth PH1 3FZ
Tel: 0131 535 3130
E-mail; vetservices.central@sruc.ac.uk
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SRUC Specialist Units

Crop Clinic

Rural Policy Centre

SRUC Campuses

Barony Campus

Craibstone Campus

Elmwood Campus

King's Buildings
Campus

Oatridge Campus

CONTACTS

Crop Clinic, Pentlands Science Park, Bush Loan

Penicuik, Midlothian EH26 OPZ
Tel: 0131 535 3130

E-mail: asd@sac.co.uk

Peter Wilson Building, King’s Buildings,
West Mains Road, Edinburgh

EH9 3JG

Tel: 0131 535 4256

E-mail: rpc@sruc.ac.uk

Parkgate, Dumfries DG1 3NE
Tel: 01387 860251
E-mail: facultyofficebarony@sruc.ac.uk

Craibstone Estate, Aberdeen AB21 9YA
Tel: 01224 711000
E-mail; facultyofficeaberdeen@sruc.ac.uk

Carslogie Road, Cupar, Fife KY15 4JB
Tel: 01334 658800
E-mail: facultyofficeelmwood@sruc.ac.uk

Peter Wilson Building, King's Buildings, West
Mains Road, Edinburgh EH9 3JG

Tel: 0131 535 4000

E-mail: facultyofficeedinburgh@sruc.ac.uk

Ecclesmachan, Broxburn, West Lothian
EH52 6NH

Tel: 01506 864800

E-mail: facultyofficeoatridge@sruc.ac.uk
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Machinery Ring Contact Details

ARGYLL AND ISLANDS RURAL BUSINESS RING LTD
Glaikmore, North Kessock, Inverness V1 3UD

Tel: 01463 811603 Fax: 01463 811084

E-mail: hbs@hbsring.co.uk

Website: www.hbsring.co.uk

BORDERS MACHINERY RING LTD

Leader House, Mill Road, Earlston TD4 6DG
Tel: 01896 758091 Fax: 01896 757036
E-mail: bmr@ringleader.co.uk

Website: www.bordersmachineryring.co.uk

CAITHNESS MACHINERY RING LTD
Biggins, Killimster, Wick KW1 4RX

Tel: 01955 608865

E-mail: info@caithnessmachineryring.co.uk
Website: www.caithnessmachineryring.co.uk

HIGHLAND BUSINESS SERVICES RING LTD
Glaikmore, North Kessock, Inverness V1 3UD
Tel: 01463 811603 Fax: 01463 811084
E-mail: hbs@hbsring.co.uk

Website: www.hbsring.co.uk

LOTHIAN MACHINERY RING LTD

Overgogar House, Gogarbank, Edinburgh EH12 9DD.
Tel: 0131 339 8730 Fax: 0131 317 8148

E-mail: frank@lothianmachineryring.co.uk

Website: www.lothianmachineryring.co.uk

ORKNEY BUSINESS RING LTD.

Unit 1, Orkney Auction Mart, Grainshore Road, Kirkwall,
Orkney KW15 1FL

Tel: 01856 879080 Fax: 01856 879081

E-mail: info@orkneybusinessring.co.uk

Website: www.orkneybusinessring.co.uk

RINGLINK (SCOTLAND) LTD.

Cargill Centre, Business Park, Aberdeen Road, Laurencekirk
Kindcardineshire AB30 1EY

Tel: 01561 377790 Fax: 01561 378231

E-mail: laurencekirk@ringlinkscotland.co.uk

Website: www.ringlinkscotland.co.uk
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RURAL SERVICES SCOTLAND LTD.

Perth Airport Business Park, 73 Norwell Drive, Scone, Perth PH2 6PL
Tel: 01738 550101 Fax: 01738 550202

E-mail: info@scotlandfarmer.co.uk

Website: www.scotlandfarmer.co.uk

TARFF SERVICES

Old Station Yard, Ringford, Castle Douglas DG7 2AN
Tel: 01557 820247 Fax: 01557 820249

E-mail: reception@tarffvalley.co.uk

Website: http://www.tarffvalley.co.uk/tarff-services

TAYFORTH MACHINERY RING LTD
Newhill Farm, Glenfarg, Perth PH2 9QN
Tel: 01577 830616 Fax: 01577 830663
E-mail: admin@tayforth.co.uk

Website: www.tayforth.co.uk
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