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Information Note:

Land Management for  
Marsh Fritillary Butterfly 

Status of Marsh Fritillary in the UK: 
,Q�6FRWODQG�WKH�Marsh fritillary butterfly's�GLVWULEXWLRQ�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�$UJ\OO�LVODQGV�DQG�WKH�QHLJKERXULQJ�
VWULS�RI�WKH�$UJ\OO�PDLQODQG��WKHVH�FRORQLHV�UHSUHVHQW�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�(XURSH���,WV�VHYHUH�
GHFOLQH�KDV�OHG�WR�LW�EHLQJ�GHVLJQDWHG�D�8.%$3�3ULRULW\�VSHFLHV��EHLQJ�LQFOXGHG�RQ�WKH�6FRWWLVK�
%LRGLYHUVLW\�/LVW��LW�LV�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�RQ�$QQH[�,,�RI�WKH�(&�+DELWDWV�'LUHFWLYH�DQG�LV�SURWHFWHG�XQGHU�WKH�
:LOGOLIH�DQG�&RXQWU\VLGH�$FW��������,W�LV�DOVR�RQH�RI�1DWXUH6FRW¶V�6SHFLHV�$FWLRQ�)UDPHZRUN�VSHFLHV� 

Habitat requirements 
0DUVK�)ULWLOODU\�JHQHUDOO\�UHTXLUH� 

· 7KH�EXWWHUIO\�XVHV�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�KDELWDW��LQFOXGLQJ�KHDWKODQG��PRRUODQG��ZHWODQGV�DQG�
GDPS�PHDGRZV��WKHVH�DUHDV�PXVW�FRQWDLQ�WKH�FDWHUSLOODU�IRRGSODQW�ZKLFK�LV�'HYLOV-ELW�6FDELRXV��$�
IDFWRU�FRPPRQ�WR�DOO�KDELWDWV�LV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�LQ�IXOO�VXQ��WKH�KLJKHU�WHPSHUDWXUH�DLGV�ODUYDO�
GHYHORSPHQW��

· $GXOW�0DUVK�)ULWLOODU\�DUH�XVXDOO\�RQ�WKH�ZLQJ�IRU�RQO\�D�
VKRUW�WLPH�LQ�-XQH��7KH\�DUH�DYLG�QHFWDU�IHHGHUV�DQG�ZLOO�
IHHG�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�IORZHUV��IDYRXULWHV�LQFOXGLQJ�
EXWWHUFXSV�DQG�WKLVWOHV��

· $GXOWV�OD\�HJJV�ZKLFK�KDWFK�DURXQG�WKH�HQG�RI�-XO\��2Q�
HPHUJLQJ�IURP�WKHLU�HJJV��WKH�FDWHUSLOODUV�VSLQ�D�VLON�ZHE�
E\�ELQGLQJ�WRJHWKHU�OHDYHV�RI�WKH�IRRGSODQW��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�
OLYH�DQG�IHHG��,Q�ODWHU�LQVWDUV��WKH�ZHEV�FDQ�EH�TXLWH�
FRQVSLFXRXV�RQ�WKH�IRRGSODQW��/DUYDH�ZLOO�DOVR�EDVN�RQ�
WKH�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�WHQW�DEVRUELQJ�WKH�VXQ
V�UD\V��ZKHUH�
WKHLU�LQFUHDVHG�WHPSHUDWXUH�DLGV�GLJHVWLRQ���



· In general the overall aim is to create/maintain 
patches of abundant Devil’s-bit Scabious, ideally 
in an uneven patchwork of short and tall 
vegetation 5-25cm (2-10in) tall.  A good supply of 
nectar sources, preferably in sunny and sheltered 
locations, is ideal for the adult butterflies.  

· At most sites light grazing by cattle and/or ponies 
at 0.2-0.3 LU/ha/year has produced suitable 
habitat.  This can be achieved through all year 
grazing but grazing should not exceed 0.2 LU/ha 
during June to September.   

· Traditional breeds of cattle are preferred as they can better cope with the rougher vegetation being less 
selective grazers.   

· Sheep are often unsuitable at maintaining sites in suitable condition, 
particularly if used without cattle/ponies or grazed at high densities in 
late summer and early autumn, as they can selectively feed on Devil’s
-Bit Scabious.  Over time this can reduce or even eliminate Devil’s-bit 
Scabious from the sward. 

· Artificial fertilizer, manure or slurry should not be applied to the site, 
neither should pesticides. 

· Mowing is usually unsuitable for maintaining Marsh Fritillary habitat 
and is often only used where sites have deteriorated and tussock 
forming rushes or purple moorgrass have become too dominant.  In 
the absence of grazing, mowing can prevent sites becoming too rank, or tussocky.   

· Some scrub and trees within Marsh Fritillary habitat can be tolerated especially around the perimeter as this 
provides shelter.  However, the formation of new scrub within the centre of suitable habitat is far less 
beneficial as it can dry and shade out suitable habitat.  Once scrub over 1m high occupies more than 10-
15% of suitable habitat it should be controlled. 
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0DUVK�)ULWLOODU\�EXWWHUIOLHV�UHTXLUH�D�VXQQ\�DUHD�ZLWK�
DEXQGDQW�SDWFKHV�RI�WKHLU�IRRG�SODQW��'HYLOV-ELW�6FDELRXV��
$Q�XQHYHQ�SDWFKZRUN�RI�VKRUW�DQG�WDOO�ZKLFK�LV�HDVLHVW�WR�
FUHDWH�XVLQJ�FDWWOH�JUD]LQJ� 
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Marsh Fritillary Life cycle 


