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There are 26 British species of earthworm. This guide covers the seven most common species that
occur in grass lawns and playing fields. It does not include the red stripy earthworms that occur in
compost heaps, other species that occur in gardens, or woodland species.
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Two colour forms exist: pale
and green

Can exude a yellow fluid
when handled
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Grey worm Aporrectodea caliginosa
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Blue-grey worm Octolasion cyaneum
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Rosy-tipped worm Aporrectodea rosea
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