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Working in or near 

watercourses
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Vegetation & debris removal
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Running repairs
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Reinstatement (recent failures)
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Vegetation & debris removal

Running repairs

Reinstatement (recent failures)

Bed works
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Silted bed
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Up to 1m 1 to 5m Over 5m

GBR Registration Licence

Silted bed
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Bed works – gravel rivers
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Video
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• Less 1m wide*

• Culverts

• Weirs

• Intakes

• Dry bars

• Bridges

• Large works

GBR Registration Licence
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X
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X

X
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Bank works

Gravel bar

Bank works
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3 weeks later

• Up to 10m or 1 x 

channel width 

(green bank)

• Any length using 

parts of trees

• Up to 50m (green 

bank)

• Longer lengths

• Grey bank

GBR Registration Licence
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NFUS & SEPA

joint initiative
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Gravel & flooding

Balanced

Eroding

Accumulating
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River Tay at Kindallachan

Flow
Balanced
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Flow
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Several times per year flood (700 m3/s)
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River Dee at Ballater
Eroding

Flow

Erosion ~ 105,000 Tonnes

Deposition ~ 55,000 Tonnes

Net erosion ~ 50,000 Tonnes  

Flow
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Erosion ~ 105,000 Tonnes

Deposition ~ 55,000 Tonnes

Net erosion ~ 50,000 Tonnes  

Flow

Constriction

Gravel deposits

Embankment 1ST breached
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Existing Modified

Very constrained by

embankment

Severe erosion

Flow
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Image courtesy River Dee Trust

Flow

Accumulating

River Feshie, Speyside
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Old channels

Historic point 

of spread
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Options

Accumulating
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Gravel bar

River bank erosion

Dense mature trees along 

bank especially bank toe

Trees more scattered 

and less dense

Prior to December 2015 flood
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Bank almost intact

Severe erosion 

After December 2015 flood
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High energy flows on the River Tay at Caputh
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Reducing river bank erosion 

A best practice guide for farmers and 

other land managers
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Your local SEPA teams

Galashiels 01896 754797

Edinburgh 0131 449 7296

River Teviot
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