
Girrick – Nutrient Balance



Farmgate Nutrient Balance

• The farmgate nutrient balance is calculated from farm information for
a 12 month period

• For Girrick, we assessed November 2016 to October 2017 (Harvest
2017)

• Used PLANET Scotland software (does all the calculations for you)!

• Start with basic farm and cropping details (e.g. mixed farm with
arable, beef and sheep) and broad breakdown of
cropping/grassland areas



Imports

• Need to provide information on imports coming onto the

farm:

– Livestock

– Animal Feeds

– Bedding

– Organic Manures

– Inorganic Fertiliser
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Exports

• The need to provide information on exports going off the

farm:

– Livestock Exports

– Livestock Product Exports (eggs, milk, wool)

– Harvested Crops Exports

– Organic Manures Exports

– Inorganic Fertiliser Exports
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In Summary

• Farmgate Nutrient Balance offers a fairly quick and easy

way to see if your farm has a surplus or deficit of major

nutrients

• PLANET Scotland is a free tool which can be used to

calculate your nutrient balance

• All of the information needed for the nutrient balance is

also required for a carbon audit (which are fully funded)!


