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Why Keep Records? 

• Traceability 

 

• Food safety & animal health 

 

• Flock/herd performance (physical & financial) 

 

• Inspections – check keepers comply with ID 

& traceability law (EU & Scottish) 



Objectives of an Inspection 

• Comprehensive holding based checks 

– Livestock 

– Land 

– Cross Compliance 

• Verify farm records are complete, up-to-date 

and accurate 

• Produce an inspection report 

• Take appropriate action if non-compliance 

 



Animal Health Registration 

• Register as a livestock owner 

 

• Notify them where your livestock are kept 

 

• Receive a herd or flock mark (UK123456).  

 
Animal Health - Inverness 

01463 728 800 
Animal Health - Inverurie 

01467 626 610 



SHEEP 



Sheep Holding Register 



Sheep Records - Compulsory 

Replacement tag record 

Record of tagging 

Record deaths (commonly missing) 

Continuous records 

SAMUs – Movement Documents 

Keep for 3 years 



Sheep Record – Way Forward 

Keep system simple 

 

Ensure sheep tagged properly 

 

Ensure records up to date 

 

Do anything – RECORD IT 

 



Records – Record of ID 



Records - Replacements 



Records - Continuous Register ON 



Records - Continuous Register OFF 

 

 



Recording Sheep Deaths 

• Record all animals, even if not yet tagged. 

 

 



Annual Inventory 

• Now online, paper form available 

• 1 form per BRN 

• Details sheep numbers present at farm codes 

used by your business on 1st December 

• Must be completed 

• SGRPID will use the information at inspection 

• Can increase chance of inspection if not 

completed 



Movement Documents 



Movement Documents 

• Completed for all moves  

– (unless under a concession) 
 

• Food Chain info must be completed 
 

• Individual MDs for animals to and from shows 
 

• Market line = movement document 

– Remember to note vehicle registration/driver 

information 



Movement Documents 



Permit Number 

• If you do not have one enter “None” or put a 

score in the box 

 

• If you are hauling animals over 65km (40 

miles) – you must register with animal health 

to obtain a Permit Number 

 



Sheep Movements - Concessions 

• Stock graze on a seasonal holding within 5 

miles of the main holding and do not mix with 

another keepers animals 

 

• A crofter uses an active share of the common 

grazing within the same township and the 

keeper does not change 

 

• Holdings covered by a licence (7000 keeper) 

 

 

 



5 Mile Concession 

• Only for seasonal or short term grazings 

within 5 miles of the main holding as the crow 

flies 

• The animals must not mix with other keepers 

stock in the field 

 



Sheep Concessions 

• The keeper must be registered at that holding 

with animal health 

– There is no need to: 

• Record movement details 

• Complete a movement document 

• Report movements to SAMU 

• Tag animals if moved before they are 9 months old 
 

• Main holding flock mark can be used 

 



7000 Keepers Licence 

• Issued by RPID office 

 

• Allows a landless business to operate as if 

there was a Main CPH and seasonal holdings 

covered by a 5 mile concession 

 

• One holding nominated as Main CPH and its 

flock mark used 

 



ScotEID 

 

 

 

 

www.scoteid.com 



ScotEID 

Register Here 



Tagging Rules 



EID Tag - Which Ear? 

• Recommended left ear when standing behind 

 



Tagging Rules – The Basics 

• Lambs do not need tagged until: 

– 9 months of age or… 

– Leaving holding of birth (CPH) prior to 9 

months old 

• (Unless under a concession) 

 

• Lost tags - replace within 28 days of 

discovery and note in records 

 



Tagging Rules – Store/Fat 

• Best for animals sold slaughter / store 

• ONLY to be used in animals under 12 months 

 

 

 

 

• Easy to record batches of lambs 

 



Tagging Rules - Breeding 

• Sheep being retained or sold for breeding 

• For all sheep over 12 months old 

 

 

 

 

• Records to detail full individual ID 

 



Replacements - Homebred Sheep 

 

 

Record Replacement - date, individual flock number and original tag, reason 
 
 
 

Breeding Sheep 

Remove any 

remaining tags and 

apply 2 new 

matching yellow 

tags 

Slaughter Sheep 

Replace with an 

identical yellow tag 



Replacements - Bought In Sheep 

 

 

Record Replacement - date, individual flock number and original tag, reason 
 
 
 

Slaughter Sheep 

Replace with an red 

replacement tag 

Breeding Sheep 

Remove any 

remaining tags and 

apply 2 new 

matching red 

replacement tags 



Selling Old Sheep 

• Sheep born before 2010 (pre-EID) 

 

• Must be fully recorded when sold, either: 

– Tag numbers noted individually 

– Upgrade tags to EID 

 

• DO NOT use a slaughter tag! 



Damaged / Unused Tags 

• Keep note of any damages or unused tags 

• Helps track/explain tagging queries 

 

 



Sheep Inspection 

• Main Elements: 

1. Keeper Registration 

2. Records 

3. Completing Movement Documents 

4. Notifying moves to SAMU 

5. Tagging 



Sheep Inspection Day 

• The Records: 

– Cross check all on/off movements for past 

12 months 

• The Sheep: 

– Total head count 

– Check a portion of the flock (60 sheep) for 

correct tagging requirements – may need 

to see more if issues found.  

• Damaged/Unused tags. 



Sheep Conclusion 

 

 



CATTLE 



Cattle Records - Compulsory 

Herd Register 

CTS Notifications 

Passports 

Tagging 

ScotMoves (if applicable) 



Male/Female Herd Registers 



Male/Female Herd Registers 

Male cattle                                                                                                                  
One entry for each animal on your holding 

Male animals born into herd 
Male Cattle moved                                                                       

onto holding 
Male Cattle moved off or died on holding 

9                                     
For                                    

Herd owner's use 1                                    
Ear-tag 

2                      
Date of Birth 

3                  
Breed 

4                                                      
Dam's (and surrogatedam's) 

ear-tag number                           
Optional: Sire identity number 

5                          
Date of 

movement 

6                                                        
Holding (or premises) from 

which moved and name and 
address or CPH of person from 

whom delivery taken 

7                         
Date of 

movement or 
death 

8                                                     
Holding (or premises) to which 

moved and name and address or 
CPH of person taking delivery 

  

D M Y D M Y D M Y 

UK582801 200467 
30 11 13 GA 

Dam: DE01155 45034 

30 11 13 
85/523/0001 

16 11 13 
84/582/8012-01 

ELVIS Surr. Dam: 
  ANOTHER FARM ROYAL HIGHLAND CENTRE Sire: UK582801 300363 

UK582801 200467 
30 11 13 GA 

Dam: DE01155 45034 

22 6 14 
84/582/8012-01 

27 11 14 
85/536/8300-01 

ELVIS Surr. Dam: 
  ROYAL HIGHLAND CENTRE LANARK AUCTION MART Sire: UK582801 300363 

UK582801 200467 
30 11 13 GA 

Dam: DE01155 45034 

29 11 14 
85/536/8300-01 

1 12 14 
66/962/8001-01 

ELVIS Surr. Dam: 
  LANARK AUCTION MART THAINSTONE CENTRE Sire: UK582801 300363 

UK560308 601713 
06 09 08 AA 

Dam: UK560308 600565 

15 2 14 
75/235/0025 

21 3 14 
66/962/8001-01 

BO-JANGLES (SOLD) Surr. Dam: 
  YONDER HILL THAINSTONE CENTRE Sire: UK560308 600950 

UK501967 101541 
26 04 12 AA 

Dam: UK501967 400984 

7 4 14 
66/962/8001-01 

12 7 14 
66/005/8004 

BILLY-BOB Surr. Dam: 
  THAINSTONE CENTRE ECHT PLEASURE PARK Sire: UK541889 300684 

UK501967 101541 
26 04 12 AA 

Dam: 

12 7 14 
66/005/8004 

26 7 14 
86/609/8010 

BILLY-BOB Surr. Dam: 
  ECHT PLEASURE PARK THE SHOWFIELD Sire: 

UK501967 101541 
26 04 12 AA 

Dam: 

26 7 14 
86/609/8010 

22 4 15 
91/40/8600-01 

BILLY-BOB Surr. Dam: 
  THE SHOWFIELD DINGWALL AUCTION MART Sire: 

UK501967 101541 
26 04 12 AA 

Dam: 

22 4 15 
91/40/8600-01 

13 5 15 
66/962/8001-01 

BILLY-BOB (SOLD) Surr. Dam: 
  DINGWALL AUCTION MART THAINSTONE CENTRE Sire: 



Male/Female Herd Registers 

Continuous Herd Record - Males Running Totals 

Date Events/Comments Steers 
Bulls   and 
Bull calves TOTAL 

01/01/2016 OPENING NUMBERS 50 1 51 

11/01/2016 SOLD 2 PRIME STEERS 48 1 49 

12/01/2016 SOLD 3 PRIME STEERS 45 1 46 

12/06/2016 5 CALVES BORN 45 6 51 

14/08/2016 CASTRATED AND DEHORNED 5 BULL CALVES 50 1 51 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          



Male/Female Herd Registers 

Timescales for completing the herd register: 

• movements  

 – 48 hours of the movement taking place 

• birth of any other calf  

 – 30 days 

• a death  

 – 7 days 

• eartag replacement where the eartag number is changed 

  – 36 hours of the replacement 

Holding registers must be retained for 10 years from the end of 

the calendar year in which the last entry was made.  



BCMS / CTS Online 

https://secure.services.
defra.gov.uk/wps/portal
/ctso 



CTS 



CTS 

• LIST OF CATTLE CAN BE DOWNLOADED 
• SHOWS M & F CATTLE SUMMARY 
• MUST MATCH BLUE & RED HERD BOOK 
• SHOWS RECENT EVENTS 
• HIGHLIGHTS PROBLEMS BETWEEN 

YOUR RECORD AND BCMS RECORDS 
 

CATTLE SUMMARY 



CTS 

RECORD BIRTHS 



CTS 

RECORD MOVE ON 



CTS 

RECORD MOVE OFF 



CTS 

RECORD DEATHS 



CTS 

PROBLEM SUMMARY 

• RED LIGHTS NEED TO BE FIXED 
• USUALLY SIMPLE TO FIX 

• DUPLICATE MOVEMENTS 
• ABATOIR NOT MOVED ON 

CORRECTLY 
• ANIMALS NOT REPORTED 

AS MOVED OFF HOLDING 
• RED LIGHTS HERE OPEN YOU 

UP TO INSPECTION! 
 



CTS 

PROBLEM SUMMARY 

• YELLOW LIGHTS HAVE BEEN 
DEALT WITH! 
 

• OTHER ANIMALS YOU HAVE 
PROVIDED INFORMATION 
FOR 

• HAS BEEN A YELLOW 
LIGHT, NOW BEING 
DEALTH WITH BY BCMS 
 



CTS 

BCMS (CTS) Notifications 

• Register calves born on your holding no later than 27 days after birth, to obtain passport 

• Any movements of cattle onto and off your holding –  

  - within 3 days of the movement 

• Any cattle deaths on your holding  

 - within 7 days of the date of death 

 - passport also completed and returned within 7 days of death 

• Any lost or stolen animals reported to BCMS 

 - within 7 days of becoming aware of the loss or theft 

 - passport returned to BCMS within 7 days of becoming aware of loss or theft 

• Notify BCMS of any cattle imported from within the EU, but outside GB 

 - within 15 days of its arrival on your holding 

 - making an application for a UK passport & sending foreign passport to BCMS 

• Notify BCMS cattle imported from outside the EU 

 - within 15 days of tagging the animal and no later than 35 days after import checks 

 - make an application for a passport from BCMS 

 



Cattle Passports 

Apply sticker with 
your holding 
details every time 
an animal moves 
onto your holding, 
plus sign and date.  

Sign and date 
when animal 
moves off holding. 

Apply sticker with 
your holding 
details when born 
on your holding, 
plus sign.  

Sign and date 
when animal 
moves off the 
holding for the first 
time. 

Sticker, sign and 
date when animal 
dies, returning 
passport to BCMS. 



Cattle Tagging 

• ‘Eartags’ should be applied one in each ear and bear the same unique identification code 
 
• 'Replacement eartags' should bear the same number if cattle were born after 1 January, 1998.  

• For older cattle a new tag number may be used and a new passport requested 
 

• 'Cattle imported from within the EU' must keep their original identification. 



Tagging Requirements 

Eartags 

• All calves born on your holding, or cattle imported from outside the 

EU, must be tagged with Defra-approved eartags 

 - beef calves  

  - within 20 days of birth 

• All animals leaving a holding must be tagged with both tags before 

they leave 

• Cattle imported from outside the EU   

 - within 20 days of release from import checks 

• Replace illegible or lost eartags within 28 days of noticing the 

damage or loss 



ScotMoves 

• End of linked holdings 31/12/16 

• Animals under your keepership 

– Additional holdings, not main 

holding 

– Must record cattle moves on/off 

holdings 

– Must be recorded with 48 hours of 

movement 

– Show moves recorded on CTS, not 

ScotMoves 

– Will become an online herd register 

 



What to Record, Where? 

ScotMoves 

• Internal movements 

within your business 

CTS 

• Births 

• Deaths 

• Private purchases 

• Private sales 

• Show movements 



Cattle Records - Way Forward 

Keep system simple 

Ensure cattle tagged properly 

Timely calf registrations 

Ensure records up to date 

Do anything – RECORD IT 



Cattle Inspection Day (1) 

• Inspectors arrive on-farm with list of cattle on 

your holding: 

– Passports cross checked 

• Passport check (all passports) 

– Signed with stickers 

• Movements – latest on & off movements 

checked against your records 

• Deaths have been recorded & moved off 

• Replacement tags – order details & use 



Cattle Inspection Day (2) 

• Look at cattle: 

– Check every animal for double tags 

• Includes calves! 

• Ensure tags match passports. 

– Check breed & sex of animals match 

passport. 

 

• May also ask to see medicine records. 

 

 



Cattle Conclusion 



MOVEMENT RESTRICTIONS 

• Introduced in 2002 
 

• Aim to reduce spread of livestock disease 
 

• Imposes standstill periods when animals 

brought onto a holding 

– Cattle & Sheep = 13 days standstill 

– Pigs = 20 days standstill 

 

 



Separation Agreements 

• Standstill periods may be avoided if an 

approved Separation Agreement is in place 
 

• Animals brought onto the holding bust be 

kept separate for the period of the standstill 
 

• The standstill will only apply to the animals 

brought onto the holding, not existing stock 
 

• Some exemptions in place - see note in pack 



LAND 

• To make an eligible claim for BPS, LFASS, 

Beef Calf Scheme, Young Farmers/New 

Entrants Grants etc.: 

– Claimant is over 16 years of age 

– At least 3ha of eligible land 

 

• Penalties applied for late submissions of all 

schemes (some not accepted at all if late!) 

 



Cross Compliance 

• Comply with GAEC (Good Agricultural & 

Environmental Conditions) 

– Prevention of environmental degradation 

 

• Comply with SMR’s (Statutory Mandatory 

Requirements) 

– SMR 7 Livestock Identification & Traceability - Cattle 

– SMR 9 Livestock Identification & Traceability – Sheep & Goats 

– SMR 13 – Welfare of Farmed Animals 

• Penalties may be applied depending on the severity 

of any breaches! 



QMS FARM ASSURANCE 

• Apply to become member of scheme 

• Pre-approval inspection 

– Look around some of your livestock 

– Check facilities, sheds, storage, handling 

– Flock/herd registers up to date 

– Medicine records completed & up to date 

– Animal health plan in place 

– Registered feed user – trading standards 

– Waste management plan – SEPA derogation 

– Baiting plan for vermin/ spray records 

 

 

 



Thank You 


