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At the forefront of cattle health
The leading practical CHeCS  scheme for today’s cattle farmer

www.cattlehealth.co.uk

IBR Johne’s

Lepto
What is your 
herd’s status?
Find out now

PCHS – Premium Cattle 
Health Scheme  
• Competitive membership price
• Low laboratory testing costs
• Dairy herds can test milk samples
• Test for one or more diseases: BVD, Johne’s, Lepto, IBR
• Expert veterinary back-up

Improve herd performance
Increase financial output
Achieve herd accreditation

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural 
Research, Education and Consulting

Premium Cattle Health Scheme (PCHS)
SAC Veterinary Services
Greycrook
St. Boswells
TD6 0EQ

For further details of the diseases visit 
www.cattlehealth.co.uk

To join PCHS download forms from the website
Or phone 01835 822 456
Or e-mail pchs1@btconnect.com

REAP THE BENEFITS 
OF A HEALTHY HERD 
– JOIN NOW

SAC Consulting is a division of SRUC          SRUC is a charity registered in Scotland, No. SC003712



BVD
An important viral disease of cattle
Spread by Persistently Infected (PI) animals
Reduces fertility and results in spread out calving and increase in 
barren cows
Suppresses disease resistance leading to pneumonia and scours

AIM
Achieve BVD accredited free status
Improve marketing opportunities
Achieve higher prices
TEST
5 young stock aged 9-18 months per management group
Herd status awarded after two consecutive clear calf crops
Test once a year

Vaccination is advised to reduce disease risk

Johne’s
Causes wasting and scour
Reduction in milk output and fertility
Fatal

AIM
Freedom from effects of Johne’s in the herd
A healthy, productive herd
Cost effective management of Johne’s disease
TEST
All stock over 2 years of age
Herd status after 3 clear annual herd tests
Test annually
Test to identify disease before clinical signs are seen and cull 
animals that have value
A risk based accreditation process to facilitate buying and selling 
breeding stock 

Good farm hygiene will help to reduce spread

IBR
Infection can lead to pneumonia and abortions
Severe drop in milk yield
Disease can re-activate at times of stress
Barrier to exports

AIM
Freedom from IBR
Sales to IBR free herds
Export Sales
TEST
All animals over 12 months at 1st test
2nd test at 1 to 12 months later – two clear tests result in 
accreditation
Ongoing -Test a proportion of animals annually

Marker vaccine can be used in a control plan

Lepto
Infection can lead to abortion and infertility
Reduced milk yields
Weak and undersized calves
Human health risk
Vaccinated herds cannot be accredited

AIM
Freedom from disease in herd
Sales to Lepto accredited herds
Peace of mind on health
TEST	
All cattle over 2 years plus any breeding replacements 			 
aged 1-2 years	
Test again in 6 – 12 months
Two consecutive clear herd tests results in accreditation 
Test proportion of herd annually


