
NEW ENTRANTS TO FARMING
Meeting 1  25 October 2016

Raymond Crerar, Senior Consultant & 

Area Manager, FRBS Ayr



Programme:

7.30 pm Introductions

New Entrants to Farming: FAS

Making Money form Figures!

Tea/coffee

9.30 pm ish Close



Does Scottish Agriculture Have a New 
Entrant Issue?
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The Big “C” Issues

• Cash

• Capital & Collateral

• Competition

• CAP

• Capability & Confidence





New Entrants to Farming

• One To Many

– Starter / Topic Specific Workshops (3 Ayr Area)

– Guidance Notes

– Case Studies

– Newsletter

– Website / Facebook

– Conferences

• One To One

– Mentoring for New Entrants 



Groups

• 12 New Entrants to Farming Groups

– Forfar 

– Inverness 

– Oban 

– Skye 

– Morayshire 

– Lanark 

– Stranraer 

– Thurso 

– Ayr 

– Borders 

– Dumfries 

– Western Isles



https://www.fas.scot/





Case Studies



Guidance Notes

Current Suite of 9
• Business Planning & Financial Management

• Business Structure & Taxation of Agricultural Business

• Employing People

• Foundations for Success

• Marketing & Negotiating

• Renewable Energy

• Starting up in Business

• Starting Up An Agricultural Business

• Joint Venture Farming



Facebook Page



Conferences



One To One

• Integrated Land Management Plans

• Specialist Advice

• Carbon Audits

• Mentoring for New Entrants

• National Advice Facility

– 0300 323 0161

– advice@fas.scot



• Access to valuable skills and knowledge of an 

experienced mentor

• Matched to YOUR needs

• Mentees

– 60 per year

– Scot Gov. definition of New Entrant (head of 

business in last 5 years)

– Up to 4 days support between 2016 – 2020

– Application is OPEN

Mentoring New Entrants







Funding / Scholarships

Grants (must have at least 25% of capital) Scholarships

Scot Gov. Young Farmers Start Up Grant Nuffield farming Scholarship

Up to 70,000 euro, 16-41 years, <18 

months start up. 

Tesco Future Farmer Foundation

Scot Gov. New Entrants Start Up Grant McDonalds Progressive Young Farmer

Up to 15,000 euro, no age limit Royal Highland & Agricultural Society of 

Scotland

Scot Gov. New Entrants Capital Grant Mains of Loirston Charitable Trust

<41 years,  up to £25,000, 80% LFA, 60% 

NLFA, <5 years or

Over 41, 60% LFA, 40% NLFA

The Moredun Foundation Scholarship



Dates for your diary

• 22nd November 2016

– Joint Venture Opportunities, Sandy 

Ramsay, SAC Consulting

• 20th December 2016

– Succession Planning, Alistair Dale (agri

law) and agricultural accountant.

Meetings held at SAC Auchincruive at 7.30 pm



Thank you 

Questions? 


